Indian Interlude
1896
IT TOOK twenty-four days for Gandhi to reach India. During the
voyage he began learning Tamil and Urdu along with an English
officer. With another officer he played chess for an hour daily. The
pleasant voyage ended with the beautiful view of the Hooghly.
From Calcutta Gandhi started on his journey to Rajkot. The train
stopped at Allahabad for forty-five minutes. He utilized the interval
for a drive through the town but missing the train, he decided to start
work there and then, He had heard a good deal about Pioneer and
had an impression that it sided with the colonials. Gandhi made up
his mind to see the editor of Pioneer and discuss with him African
affairs. Editor Chesney gave Gandhi a patient hearing and promised
to notice in his paper anything that Gandhi might write.
From Allahabad Gandhi went to Rajkot and began to write a
pamphlet on the conditions in South Africa. Within a month a
pamphlet in green cover, hence to be known afterwards as the Green
Pamphlet, was published. Ten thousand copies were printed and
they were despatched to all the journals and Indian leaders. Gandhi
collected the children in his locality for the work and invited their
co-operation in exchange for African postal stamps. Pioneer was the
first to notice the pamphlet editorially,
A short and highly coloured summary was cabled by Reuters to
Natal. It displeased the whites in South Africa. The summary ran:
"September 14. A pamphlet published in India declares that the
Indians in Natal are robbed and assaulted, and treated like beasts,
and are unable to obtain redress. Times of India advocates an inquiry
into these allegations."
During his stay at Rajkot plague broke out, and there was panic
all around. Gandhi offered his services to the state to look into the
method of sanitation and as a member of the plague committee he
visited every locality. He laid chief emphasis on the cleanliness of